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25 fApril 1966

BTAFF NOTE
SUBJECT: A Crisis Abead in Rigerie?

1. Figeria's Federal Militery &!wmxrt ie facing ocue
formideble problems vhich will very soon veguire bard decizions,
mmmmmmmmm'ammnn
ecasted on & wave of populerity. His cavetaker regime of army
officers and civil servents has kept the mechinery of govermment
in motion albelt without imspiretion or mush of a progrem. ldittle
more was required of thes. Xronsi hac cashed in on scoumulated
populsr discontent with the corrupt, tridally nepotistic politie
clans of the old regime by attributing most of Figeria's current
{lle to the "politictans,”

2. ¥ov the suphoria is feding, perhspe more quickly than

Ircnsi hel tmagined. In perticular a seriocus matiom-wide infiation
of prices of basic foods, 1.e., yams, maise, and beans is hurting
the wban messes, many of whom Iive on bare subsistence lavels.
In response to the rising clamor of the press, trade uniona, and
others, the Federal Goverrment has banned axports of besic food-
stuffs, and lssued a statement attributing the shortage o disge
turbances in late 1965 in some foo& mrowing regions, and to

GROUP 1
Excindad from mriomail;

Approved For Release 2005/07/1 39, ‘Q‘I‘é;%QEZBROOQGMLOMZWGJ




Approved For Release 2005/07/13 : CIA-RDP79R00967A001000020026-1

EeBalmReEaT

continuing sotivities of secret culte. Some Nigerisns find

the goverment actlon insufficient and the explanation inedequate,
and ere demanding a national marketing authority with the power
to establish rigid price controls.

3« Eince the ooup, sporadic usorganizsed violence has
contimed to trouble the Western Region, and more organized
criminal bands have terrorized parte of the Pastern Neglon.
Although these do not yet comstitute much of & threst to intermml
political stability, the cchestveness of the Mgerien Arey is a
matter of some concern, If the Army were united behind the
Ironei regime, provincial dlisorders snd urban fool shortages
might not loom so large.

k. But there 1s considerable evidence of Adlscontent and
lack of discipline among the military. Much of the unrest
centers around the eventusl fate of those midéle-pgrade officers
who earried out the Jamery coup. These coup leaders, stlll held
in detentlon, are regarded ss mations]l heroees by some and as
sutinous assaseins by others. As most of tha coup-makers are Ibos
and the vietims were non-Ibos, strong tribel feelings will probhably
be aroused whatever thelr fate. Pressures on Ironeil from both

campe are mounting and he will soon hesve to reach a dacision.
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5. mwhmwwm&mmwxmm
wwmmm:eummwmmmrmhinmms,
mhawh&lnmmmﬂsfmm;1mmm
ehdlhm.hyim&ﬁmgthnLﬁ!l&tﬂxﬂaﬂ%mm,hwbi!hzaaﬂ&mus
temtt,hlmlﬂhmatm«mlym Other samy
ﬁﬁ&m&mhmu¢&@m~m&hmrmuyitis*oemuﬂwavasmmnumm,
and some are motivated by revengs, ideals, or personal smbitions.
!hemﬂhmwxmnﬁcmabﬂngmumwhmmﬂiai
regine, partioularly if urben discontent mounts, and 1f the
Ricceseors are smong those who believe that Ironsi's govermmant
vas merely & veriation of the conservative Balevs regime which
mmms&mm‘amm. Xt iz somevhat
more likely, however, thet Ironsi's Jowmfall would lead to o
prolonged period of imternal confusion, particularly 1f the
shaky structure of army dtseipiine shatters alomg lines of
regional, tribal, or persomel alleglances. In s, the Nigerian
govermment appears to be sliding inmto s eriats.
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